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palace with 200 desperate men in an attempt to murder the
king. They were overcome by the palace guard and slaughtered
to a man. The district of Paungga near Sagaing, where they had
made their plans, were treated to a bloodbath in which villages
were burnt, fruit trees cut down and standing crops destroyed.
The reign, which opened so grimly, was a long one for a
Burmese king; it lasted until 1819, and the note of grimness
continued throughout. In September 1783 the Mons made
yet another tragic attempt to free themselves from the Burmese
yoke. Numbers of them from the Bassein province made a
surprise attack on Rangoon and captured it. The Burmese
seized all the available guns and ammunition from the European
ships in the port, and forced 150 Europeans to help them
against the insurgents, who were beaten, but only after heavy
fighting.
As soon as order had been restored in his turbulent kingdom,
Bodawpaya addressed himself to the task of administration.
In 1784 he ordered a general revenue inquest. Throughout the
country myothugyis and village headmen had to appear before
the royal commissioners and furnish full statements regarding
the boundaries of their jurisdiction, its population, products
and revenue. It was the first to be carried out since Thalun's.
Many of the records compiled in the course of the survey are
extant today and afford first-hand historical evidence of the
prevailing conditions. They show, for instance, that the total
population was less than two millions.
The king's aim was, very naturally, to increase his revenue;
but the record was also useful for the establishment of legal
claims, and a royal decree declared that these should not
lapse with a change of monarch. The precise value of this is
doubtful, since no king considered himself bound by the acts of
his predecessors. Nevertheless, in Bodawpaya's Burma, as in
Saxon England, 'custom was the king of men*, and its reduc-
tion to writing must have acted as a deterrent to the rapacity of
local officials, whose tyranny could be worse than that of the
monarch, so far as the ordinary people were concerned. A
further inquest was held in 1803.
The most far-reaching act of the reign was the conquest of
Arakan. During the long anarchy, which had prevailed since